Effects of alfentanil on induction and recovery from propofol anaesthesia in day surgery.
The influence of alfentanil on induction and recovery characteristics of propofol was examined in women presenting as day cases for minor gynaecological surgery. Alfentanil reduced the incidence of pain on injection and the induction and maintenance requirements of propofol. This was at the expense of more prolonged apnoea. Immediate recovery characteristics were similar in each group although changes in Critical Flicker Fusion Threshold as a measure of psychomotor impairment were more pronounced after alfentanil. Such differences were insignificant at three hours by which time Critical Flicker Fusion Threshold had returned to baseline and patients were ready for discharge home.